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States confront practical 
dilemmas on reopening 


BY ERIC TUCKER, LORI HINNANT 
AND FRANK JORDANS 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

Setting the stage for a possible 
power struggle with President 
Donald Trump, governors 


around the U.S. began sketching 
out plans Tuesday to reopen 
their economies in a slow and 
methodical process so as to 
prevent the coronavirus from 
rebounding with tragic conse- 
quences. 

While the crisis is far from over 


in the U.S., with over 25,000 
dead and approximately 
600,000 confirmed infections by 
Johns Hopkins University’s count, 
the doomsday scenarios that 
were predicted just two weeks 
ago have not come to pass, rais- 
ing hopes from coast to coast. 


In addition to clashing with 
governors over who has authority 
to lift restrictions, Trump is also 
taking aim at one of the world’s 
largest public health institutions. 
He said Tuesday he had directed 
a halt to U.S. payments to the 
World Health Organization, 


pending a review of its warnings 
about the coronavirus. 

Trump said that lives could 
have been spared if the outbreak 
had been contained at its source 
and if the U.N. health agency 
had done a better job investigat- 
ing reports coming out of China. 

The president charged that 
WHO failed to carry out its 
“basic duty” and must be held 
accountable. But he also said 
the U.S. would continue to en- 
gage with the organization in 
pursuit of what he calls mea- 
ningful reforms. 
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The family of Billy Birmingham, an EMT who died from COVID-19, watch the Firefighters Fountain and Memorial in Penn Valley Park spring to 
life in his memory Tuesday. From left are daughter Octavia Standley, wife Mary Birmingham, son Bill Birmingham and his four children. 


Kansas City EMT’s death from 
coronavirus heightens anxiety 


BY LISA GUTIERREZ 
Igutierrez@kcstar.com 


The death of a Kansas City 
Fire Department EMT from 
COVID-19 complications under- 
scored the peril faced by first 


responders working on the front 
lines of the coronavirus pan- 
demic. 

“I think that what happened 
with the death of Billy Birming- 
ham ... will really increase the 
conversation about making sure 
that we protect those people 


that are on the front lines,” Dr. 
Marc Larsen, incident command 
operations chief for the Saint 
Luke’s Health System, said 
Tuesday. 

Saint Luke’s offers drive-thru 
coronavirus testing for first 
responders who work in more 


than 40 departments across the 
metro. It plans to open a fourth 
location on the Country Club 
Plaza on Thursday. 

On Monday, Birmingham was 
the first person in the city to die 
in what Kansas City Mayor 
Quinton Lucas called the “line 
of duty” in the coronavirus 
outbreak. 

“We all must continue to 
remain vigilant in our efforts to 
prevent any further spread of 
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Coronavirus to cost Kansas, 
Missouri universities millions 


BY MARA ROSE WILLIAMS 
AND JONATHAN SHORMAN 


mdwilliams@kcstar.com 
jshorman@wichitaeagle.com 


At college campuses across 
Kansas and Missouri, moving 
classes online and sending stu- 
dents home may have been wise 
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moves to protect public health 
as the coronavirus pandemic 
rages on. 

But the decisions resulted in a 
financial body blow to universi- 
ties that will cost them millions 
in the short term and deliver 
unknown consequences in the 
months and years ahead. 
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“What is clear, however, is 
that we will be losing tens of 
millions of dollars of revenue 
through the end of this semester 
and the summer,” said Erinn 
Barcomb-Peterson, a spokeswo- 
man at University of Kansas. 

The University of Missouri 
System could lose as much as 
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$180 million and plans to imme- 
diately cut administrators’ sala- 
ries by 10%, officials announced 
Tuesday. Missouri’s governor 
already announced $80 million 
in cuts to public universities and 
community colleges because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

As a result, area university 
officials say, faculty and staff 
may be trimmed, some building 
projects scrapped and some 
programs lost. 

“We have not yet calculated 
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FBI details 
Cass County 
man’s plot 
to bomb 
hospital 


BY STEVE VOCKRODT 
svockrodt@kcstar.com 


In September 2019, 
Timothy Wilson was commu- 
nicating through an encrypt- 
ed messaging app with a 
soldier at Fort Riley named 
Jarrett Williams Smith. 

Smith, a private first class 
who joined the Army in 2017 
and transferred to the Kansas 
base in the summer of 2019, 
was on the FBI’s radar. 

Smith was disseminating 
information on how to build 
explosives and talking about 
his goal of traveling to 
Ukraine to fight with a far- 
right paramilitary group 
known as Azov Battalion, 
which was formed in 2014. 
Some members of Congress 
told the State Department 
last year that the group was 
recruiting and radicalizing 
Americans. 

Later, Smith discussed 
plans to bomb a major United 
States news network. 

Authorities arrested Smith 
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